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SUB J : CANADA- JAPAN NEGOTIATIONS ON BILATERAL NUCLEAR AGREEMENT 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 0391 

1 . OVER THE WEEKEND, JAPANESE PRESS LEARNED THAT CANADIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO JAPAN BRUCE RANKIN CALLED ON VICE MINISTER SATO OF MOFA TO PROPOSE 
THAT A CANADIAN EXTAFF BUREAU OFFICIAL COME TO JAPAN LATE IN JAN. OR 
EARLY IN FEB. TO BEGIN NEGOTIATION OF REVISIONS TO BILATERAL NUCLEAR 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT. PAPERS POINT OUT THAT JAPAN DEPENDS ON CANADA 
FOR ABOUT 70 PERCENT OF ITS NATURAL URANIUM IMPORTS. 

2. COMMENT. CANADIAN EMBASSY SCICOUNS HAS CONFIRMED TO EMBOFF THAT 
MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE AND THAT FULFORD OF EXTAFF WILL BE CANADIAN 
NEGOTIATOR. ALTHOUGH OSTENSIBLE REASON FOR CALL BY AMBASSADOR WAS TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MEET MOFA SENIOR OFFICIALS, THE FACT THAT AMBASSADOR DELIVERED PRO- 
POSAL WAS INDICATOR OF IMPORTANCE CANADIANS PLACE ON STRENGTHENING 
THEIR NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS RELATIONSHIPS. RE 70 PERCENT IMPORT LEVEL 
QUOTED BY PAPERS, ERDA SCIREP BELIEVES FIGURE IS MORE LIKE 40-45 PER- 
CENT. 
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